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A. L. A. SECTION NEWS 


AGRICULTURAL LIBRARIES SECTION 
Organized May, 1911 


A meeting of the Agricultural Libra- 
ries Section will be held in connection 
with the American Library Association 
conference at Toronto, June 20-27. It 
is planned to have only one session and 
to devote this to a general discussion of 
some problems of agricultural library 
work rather than to the reading of for- 
mal papers. One of the main subjects 
to be discussed will be the development 
of cooperative undertakings among agri- 
cultural librarians, but there are many 
other problems which need to be dis- 
cussed. From these we wish to choose 
those which will be of interest to the 
greatest number. Among those that 
have thus far been suggested are the 
following: 

1. Extension of the work of index- 
ing state agricultural statistics. 

2. Cooperation of the American Li- 
brary Association with the Country Life 


Association of America in bibliographi- 
cal work. 

3. Are printed cards for state experi- 
ment station publications needed ? 


4. Maintenance of exchange mailing 
lists by agricultural librarians. 


5. What can agricultural librarians 
do to further library extension. 


6. What printed indexes of U. S. 
Department of Agriculture publications 
are most needed? 

7. Courses on bibliography and the 
use of the library in agricultural 
colleges. 

8. The business of agricultural libra- 
ries to promote the reading of good 
general books. 

All agricultural librarians are earn- 
estly requested to send word imme- 
diately to the Chairman of the Section, 
Claribel R. Barnett, Librarian, U. S. 
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Dept. of Agriculture, Washington, D. C., 
in regard to which of these subjects, if 
any, they wish to have considered, and 


also to suggest any other subjects they 
would like to have discussed. 
CLARIBEL R. BARNETT, Chairman 


CATALOG SECTION 
Organized in 1900 


The Catalog Section, at its Toronto 
meeting, will hold a general session and 
two round tables. The general session 
will be mainly devoted to routine busi- 
ness, reports of committees and election 
of officers; but there will also be oppor- 
tunity for discussion of some special 
matters of interest. It is expected that 
there will be a statement of the plan 
and contents of the forthcoming 
A. L.A. textbook on cataloging with 
opportunity for criticisms and sugges- 
tions. Some points as to Library of 
Congress subject headings and their 
form of issue will also be brought up. 

At the round table for large libraries 
the subject will be “The Extension of 
Cooperative Cataloging.” The printed 
card distribution of the Library of Con- 
gress has made available the catalog- 
ing work of our national library and 
certain other cooperating libraries. The 
economy in time, labor, and money and 
the high standards of accuracy and of 
bibliographical information thus made 
available to all libraries are well known. 
In the “minute” presented by the Cata- 
log Section to the American Library 
Association at the 1926 conference it 
was stated: “No event in American 
library history, no work done by 
American libraries, has more signifi- 
cance than the beginning and continuing 
progress of this unique plan of coopera- 
tion in the most laborious and exacting 
part of the internal work of our libra- 
ries. The Catalog Section . . . desires 
to express the high sense of gratitude 
and warm appreciation of this body to 
the men who have made the present high 


development of cataloging practice pos- 
sible in all American libraries.” 

But no library or small group of li- 
braries can cover the field. There is 
need for cooperation where printed 
cards are not available. Many libraries 
are duplicating labor, endeavoring to 
catalog books in foreign languages which 
are more or less beyond the qualifica- 
tions of their catalogers. 

In the case of books in certain foreign 
languages, many libraries may find co- 
operation the only solution for adequate 
cataloging. It has been suggested that 
large libraries in certain foreign lan- 
guage centers which add many foreign 
books to their collections might special- 
ize in cataloging in the chief language or 
languages of their sections and make 
duplicate cards for distribution. 

Perhaps the extension of cooperation 
may take the form of accumulation and 
distribution of multigraphed cards for 
copying (or some other form of dupli- 
cation). Central revision and editing 
may not be practicable but such cards 
should prove generally acceptable. Mak- 
ing such cooperation available will pre- 
sent problems. Effort will be made to 
organize and develop a plan. If it is too 
expensive, or impracticable for other 
reasons, the fact should be demonstrated. 

This subject will be treated in several 
formal papers and discussed informally 
by a number of speakers. Experience 
with card production and distribution 
(both printed and multigraphed) will be 
described by representatives of several 
libraries which have used various plans. 

The subject at the round table for 











44 AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


small libraries will be a related topic, 
“Cataloging Aid to Small Libraries by 
Library Extension Agencies, State Li- 
braries, etc.” Cataloging problems 
(when and what and how to catalog, 
and the amount and kind of cataloging 
and recording needed) are big questions 
with small libraries everywhere. It is 
expected that a general interchange of 
problems and experience between library 
extension heads and representatives of 
small libraries will lead to greater and 
more efficient help to the small libraries. 
Discussion of aid may include also such 
topics as organization work and the 
training of assistants in the small libra- 
ries as practice work for library school 
students; also the question of an 
abridged edition of the Library of Con- 
gress classification as a factor in the 
increased use of printed cards and the 
general solution of classification difficul- 
ties in the small libraries. 

The latter problem may be solved 
largely by the operation of the plan for 
adding decimal classification numbers to 
Library of Congress cards, as approved 
at the 1926 meeting of the Catalog Sec- 
tion. A plan and budget are now being 
considered. The editor of the decimal 


classification will soon move her head- 
quarters to the Library of Congress, 
where she will work out, so far as pos- 
sible, tables of parallelisms between the 
two systems and keep them more in line 
in the future assigning of numbers to 
new subjects and in the expansion of 
schedules. 

Several regional groups of catalogers 
will hold meetings to discuss and decide 
on action in regard to the program at 
Toronto. It is hoped that these groups 
may be a real help in the functioning of 
the Section. Problems and questions 
brought out at group meetings may be 
passed on to Section officers for action 
at the annual conference. This should 
provide live program material each year 
and give the groups the incentive and 
feeling that their suggestions could be 
coordinated and acted upon effectively. 

The organization of Canadian cata- 
logers will probably be discussed at 
Toronto. 

All catalogers who have not been 
reached individually are urged to con- 
sider these subjects and contribute ideas 
and suggestions. Cooperation will be 
the key note of the meeting. 

WItMe_R L. HAtt, Chairman 


CHILDREN’S LIBRARIANS SECTION 
A Common Purpose, Differing Opinions, Mutual Sympathy, and Energetic Support 
Organized November, 1900 


Why are specialists in children’s work 
almost o.p.? Please think about it. 

This Section thanks the Executive 
Board and Secretary of the A. L. A. for 
the innovation of a Bulletin devoted to 
the Sections. 

A Committee on Library Work with 
Children has been created by the Execu- 
tive Board of the American Library 
Association. President Locke appointed: 
Elva S. Smith, Chairman; Effie L. 





Power, Nell Unger, Lillian S. Smith, 
and Louise P. Latimer. 
“In Union There Is Strength” 

Why did librarians working with chil- 
dren and children’s books separate into 
two sections? Why a School Libraries 
Section and a Children’s Librarians 
Section? Would not both be strength- 
ened by uniting under a new Section of 
Library work with Children? Do we 


not need each other? What does every- 
body think? 
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Committee on Membership 
Ethel C. Wright, Chairman 

Miss Wright reports generous and 
kindly response from those asked to be 
state chairmen of our effort to interest 
people in the Section. It is heartening 
to find chief librarians and branch libra- 
rians joining. 

To New Members 

“Your cheering presence quickeneth 
us again.” 

Committee on Constitution 
Mary R. Lucas, Chairman 

Miss Lucas and her Committee are 
studying the Section Constitution and 
will make recommendations for revision. 
This is not an easy task. They have 
the appreciation of the membership. 

Committee on Hospitality 
Kathleen Lines and Mary Walker, Chairmen 

The Chairmen will appoint a commit- 
tee of children’s librarians to be host- 
esses during conference week. Their 
headquarters will be the Section Exhibit 
Room, which is also the rallying place 
for children’s librarians. Tea will be 
served every afternoon. The profession 
generally is asked to have a cup with us. 

Committee on Book Production 
Mary Gould Davis, Chairman 

This Committee is studying work for 
blind children. It seems almost unbe- 
lievable that most of these children have 
nothing to read. What can librarians 
generally do about it? 

The Committee, due without doubt to 
an article in Publishers’ Weekly, had 
been asked by several publishers to 
advise on their books out of print or 
threatened with extinction. This is con- 
structive cooperation. 

Committee on Book Evaluation 
Annie I. M. Jackson, Chairman 

In addition to their work on the New- 
bery medal award this Committee is 
asking children’s librarians to send them 





lists of titles once used and now dis- 
carded. These will be gathered together 
for consideration at Toronto. This 
weeding will tie up with the work of 
the Committee on Book Production. 





Are you a member of this Section? 
If not, why not? Are you interested in 
children? That and fifty cents sent to 
Helen F. Ingersoll, Treasurer, Public 
Library, Denver, Colorado, since you 
belong to the A. L. A., are the only re- 
quirements. No initiation, no hazing, 
no papers to be prepared. 

The most difficult question each chil- 
dren’s librarian faces is whether to do 
a few things for the community well or 
many things for the community poorly. 
We can steady ourselves mightily by 
remembering that knowing books and 
inspiring young people with a love of 
reading is our main job. Doing this job 
thoroughly will win out over a scatter- 
ing that looks well in a report. 

One does not know books by grace of 
deciding to be a children’s librarian but 
through years of reading and study. 
Children’s work without discriminating 
knowledge of books and children is a 
lifeless thing. 

Endowments are needed to strengthen 
library schools training in work with 
children and to establish others. The 
scarcity of children’s librarians is more 
serious than we yet sense. Existing 
schools could not meet the demand even 
if losses were less disintegrating. 

Who will get the Newbery medal? 

A mid-century child and her books, 
in physical make-up a work of love, is 
Caroline M. Hewins’ last gift to the 
cause of children’s reading. It shows 
clearly the wellspring of her life-time 
devotion to this cause. 
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What city will beat Toronto this year 
in Section membership? Several could 
if they tried. Hasn’t Toronto worn the 
crown long enough? 

Mary S. Wilkinson, our Training 
Committee Chairman, is beginning her 
work as Director of Work with Chil- 
dren in the Enoch Pratt Free Library, 
Baltimore. 

The passing of “Best Books” of the 
New York State Library is mourned by 
the many who used it as a literary Bible. 
The excellent A. L. A. “Selection” and 
“Best Books” differed sufficiently in 
choice to make the two seem indis- 
pensable. 

Those asked to believe in fairies who 
would bring funds for the Section’s 
work evidently did not have faith 
enough. Let’s believe hard in some 


financial provision for next year’s 
officers. 

The theme of the Section’s open con- 
ference meeting will be “Specializa- 
tion.” 

The key-note of the conference will 
be informal getting together for the 
purpose of knowing each other. To this 
end all children’s librarians, not pre- 
ferring hotels, will be in Annesley Hall, 
University of Toronto; meals will be 
served at Hart House; reserve accom- 
modations from Boys and Girls House, 
Public Library, Toronto. Five dollars 
should accompany application. Rate for 
room and board is twenty dollars; any 
fraction of time will cost the same. An 
extra night or two in a residence may 
be had at a trifling additional cost. 

Be sure to come to Toronto! 

LoutseE P. Latimer, Chairman 


LENDING SECTION 
Organized in June, 1920 


This Section is the one around which 
the entire public library moves. It is 
still quite informal in its organization 
for it has been felt in the past that no 
barriers such as fees and membership 
should be allowed to develop that would 
shut out any library workers. Whether 
or not, such a larger and growing sec- 
tion can continue to function much 
longer without a little more machinery, 
is one of the problems that will come 
up at the June conference. 

At first the group discussed technical 
problems, but it has seemed wise to in- 
troduce a little more of the inspirational, 
and so for our next program, our com- 


mittee is planning some features that 
will be of distinct help to those coming 
in close contact with the public. 

The desk attendant does not always 
receive the attention that is her due 
from the other library specialists, but 
this year, that bright, kindly and very 
wise person, who is the direct personal 
medium between the reader and the 
book, is going to be crowned queen of 
the library. 

The Section will have only one ses- 
sion, but at it will be found fun and 
debate and inspiration for the desk 
attendants and other members of the 
library staff. 

Miss M. J. L. Biacx, Chairman 


PROFESSIONAL TRAINING SECTION 
Organized June, 1909 


The program for the Professional 
Training Section which will have one 
meeting during the conference of the 


A.L. A. in Toronto will be concerned 
with Recent Developments in Profes- 
sional Training. The Curriculum Study 
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directed by Dr. W. W. Charters of the 
University of Chicago has been actively 
at work since the fall of 1925. Surveys 
looking to the publication of four text- 
books have been made and the books 
dealing with cataloging, circulation, ref- 
erence work, and book selection are 
under weigh. The textbook on circu- 
lation has been used experimentally in 
library schools during the session 1926- 
27. Dr. Charters will talk on the prep- 
aration of the professional textbook. 
Those teachers who attended the 
Summer Institute conducted by the 
A.L.A. for library school instructors 
at the University of Chicago in 1926 
have had a year in which to try out the 


theories discussed. Isabella K. Rhodes 
of the School of Library Service at 
Columbia University has undertaken to 
assemble a paper dealing with the appli- 
cation of new type tests to teaching in 
library schools; a discussion of what 
was really learned by those who at- 
tended the Institute. 

The third paper by a speaker to be 
announced later is planned to consider 
the application of the new type tests to 
the selection of students in library school 
and staffs of libraries. It is hoped that 
a psychologist familiar with library 
ideals and procedure may be procured 
to give this paper. 

JENNIE M. FLexNer, Chairman 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES SECTION 
Organized January, 1915 


This is the second year of the School 
Libraries Section under the permanent 
council organization. There are five 
directors, one of whom retires each 
year, and is succeeded by a new ap- 
pointee. The retiring director serves as 
chairman of the section for the year, 
and assumes the responsibility for the 
annual section meeting. 

The committee work, as at present 
organized, was outlined as follows by 
Mildred Pope, the first chairman of the 
Section : 

A. Program committee: 
Lucile Fargo, Chicago. 

Object: To formulate a program to 
be followed by the Section for the next 
four years. 

B. Membership committee: 
man, Eleanor Witmer, Denver. 

Sylvia Oakley, our secretary, and 
Harriet Wood some time ago compiled 
a list of school librarians of the country. 
This has been and will be most useful, 
but at present there is no plan for keep- 
ing such a list alive and accurate. This 


Chairman, 


Chair- 


committee will plan to use this list as a 
basis for an actual membership list of 
the section, to keep it up to date, and 
to charge a small fee for the needs of 
the section. 

C. Bibliography and scrapbook com- 
mittee: Chairman, Clara E. Howard, 
Pittsburgh. 

This committee has four projects: 

1. A complete bibliography of school 
library material, kept up to date and 
annually published. 

2. The collection of the material at 
some central point where it may be lent 
for short intervals to individuals. 

3. The rejuvenation of the scrap- 
book committee. The school library 
scrap-books have been very useful, but 
they had become so out of date that the 
material was of little value. 

4. Cooperation with the National 
Council of English Teachers to secure 
for occasional use its exhibit material. 

There are to be two school library 
sessions on the program at the Toronto 
meeting. Dr. William F. Russell, Dean 
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of Teachers’ College, Columbia Uni- 
versity, will deliver an address on “Fac- 
tors in Successful Teaching (for Libra- 
rians who Teach).” Mary C. Rich- 
ardson of Geneseo Normal School will 
discuss “Library Service for the Chil- 
dren in the Normal Practice School.” 
The Canadian school library situation 
will be presented by Dorothy Thompson, 
of the Division of Libraries, Depart- 
ment of Education, Ontario, and Effie 
Munro, Librarian of the Peterborough 
Normal School. One entire session will 
be devoted to city supervision of school 
libraries. As the number of school libra- 
ries in the larger cities increases, some 
scheme of unification and supervision is 
inevitable and desirable. 

Suggestions for future section meet- 
ings, or ideas to be incorporated into 
the program of work for succeeding 
years will be most acceptable. 

The Section includes all librarians in 
school library work: elementary schools, 
junior and senior high schools, normal 
schools and private and _ parochial 
schools. They all have in common the 
problem of functioning successfully in 
the capacity of both librarian and 
teacher. In all of the above types of 
schools, the library must be coordinated 
in effort, materials and procedure with 


the curriculum and with the newer 
methods of teaching. All the pupils 
must be trained systematically to be 
library users, and their book needs 
which arise momentarily must be filled 
immediately. The normal school libra- 
rian has all these phases of the work for 
her own clientéle and must in addition 
provide elementary school library service 
for the children in the practice school. 
The Dalton plan, the platoon school, 
individual instruction, the project 
method, and the eliminatiton of the text- 
book have all served to make the library 
an essential rather than an adjunct. The 
School Libraries Section must discover 
ways and means of fulfilling the possi- 
bilities for intramural book service 
which the New School has disclosed. 
NeELL UNGER, Chairman 





ARE YOU A SCHOOL LIBRARIAN? 

If you are, and if you are a member 
of the A. L.A. by May 1, you will be 
listed in a directory of school librarians 
and assistants to be published by the 
A. L.A. 

Members of the Association are asked 
to pass this information on and to urge 
all school library workers to join, in 
order that the directory may be inclu- 
sive and as useful as possible. 


TRAINING CLASS SECTION 
Organized January, 1925 


In 1924 a group of training and ap- 
prentice class instructors sent a petition 
to the A. L. A. Council asking for per- 
mission to organize a Training Class 
Section of the American Library Asso- 
ciation. This petition was granted in 
1925, and a committee was appointed to 
draft a Constitution, which was adopted 
at the Atlantic City meeting in 1926. 

What is the object of this section and 
who are eligible for membership? 


The constitution states that the object 
of this section shall be to promote the 
welfare of library training and libra- 
rianship by means of training and ap- 
prentice classes, to assemble informa- 
tion in regard to the conduct and status 
of such classes, to distribute this infor- 
mation to its members and appropriate 
officers of the American Library Asso- 
ciation, when desirable. Any institution 
conducting training or apprentice 
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classes ; any person associated with such 
training; or any person interested in 
such training, may become a member of 
this section, if already a member of the 
American Library Association, by pay- 
ment of the annual dues of fifty cents. 

Our secretary has sent out this year 
one hundred and ninety-three notices to 
libraries interested in training and ap- 
prentice class work. We hope by the 
first of June to have enrolled as mem- 
bers of this section all training class di- 
rectors and instructors who are A. L. A. 
members. Dues should be sent to our 
secretary-treasurer, Faith L. Allen, Bed- 
ford Branch, Brooklyn Public Library. 

The Training Class Section has al- 
ready held three annual meetings, at 
Saratoga Springs, Seattle, and Atlantic 
City, respectively. At these various 
meetings, standardization of training 
classes, recruiting methods, curricula 
problems, and plans for regional classes 
have been discussed. 


TRUSTEES’ 
Organized 


At the Fiftieth Anniversary Confer- 
ence of the American Library Associa- 
tion last year, in Atlantic City, J. Ran- 
dolph Coolidge, trustee of the Boston 
Athenaeum, addressed the 2,300 dele- 
gates on “Every library worker a trus- 
tee, every trustee a worker.” 

At the meeting of the Trustees Sec- 
tion, which was attended by library 
board members from many parts of the 
United States and Canada, the follow- 
ing topics were discussed : 

Desirable qualifications for trustees of 
small libraries ; 

Is the trustee or the librarian responsi- 
ble for bad books if they do get into 
the library? 

The whole duty of a library trustee; 


At our next annual meeting, we plan 
to keep our program up to the standard 
of former years. Methods of handling 
practical work in training classes will be 
presented by Rena Reese, Denver Pub- 
lic Library. The discussion of this paper 
will be led by Mrs. Julia B. Hopkins, 
Brooklyn Public Library. Psychological 
tests and their correlation with class- 
room work will also be discussed, the 
leader to be announced later. Agnes 
F. P. Greer, Chicago Public Library, 
will conduct a question box, where train- 
ing class problems will be presented for 
solution. We hope to make this feature 
of our program informal by an exchange 
of experiences which will be mutually 
beneficial. 

A cordial invitation is extended to 
every one interested in this division of 
library education to attend the meeting 
of the Training Class Section at the 
Toronto conference in June. 

Carrie E. Scott, Chairman 


SECTION 
in 1890 

Is civil service a help or an injury to 
good library appointments ? 

The 1926 Proceedings give adequate 
summaries of the discussions. 

In 1925 the discussion centered about : 

Libraries and lectures in adult educa- 
tion; 

Financing a library ; 

Salaries and service. 

See the 1925 Proceedings for more 
information. 

These topics illustrate, in some meas- 
ure, the object of the Trustees Section 
of the A.L.A, 

It was founded in 1890 at the Fab- 
yans Conference, its membership to be 
“composed of all members of the Amer- 
ican Library Association who are or 
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have been or at any time shall be mem- 
bers of governing boards of libraries.” 
Twenty-eight trustees attended this first 
meeting at which the following resolu- 
tion, as important now as then, was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the Trustees of libra- 
ries attending the Twelfth Annual Con- 
ference of the American Library Asso- 
ciation having been deeply impressed 
with the benefit which these meetings 
confer upon the librarians of the coun- 
try, and realizing that the benefit derived 
is eventually for the public good, ear- 
nestly urge upon their fellow-trustees 
the great importance of sending their li- 
brarians to these conferences, and to pay 
their expenses and give them the time 


in addition to their regular vacation. 
And realizing the benefit which they 
themselves have derived from these 
meetings, they earnestly urge upon their 
fellow-trustees throughout the United 
States the importance to them and their 
libraries of trustees also attending these 
annual conferences. 

The Hon. Justice Kelly of the 
Supreme Court of Ontario, chairman of 
the Board of Management of the 
Toronto Public Library, is chairman of 
the Section this year. He and President 
Locke of the A.L.A. are making plans 
for a meeting of unusual interest at 
Toronto, sometime during the week of 
June 20-27. The May Bulletin will give 
details. 


NEW RUSSIAN ORTHOGRAPHY 


Report of the Cataloging Committee’s Subcommittee on Russian Orthography 


The introduction of a new Russian 
orthography was one of the early acts of 
the Soviet government. The changes 
made were not, however, unpremedi- 
tated, for the question had been under 
consideration by scholars before the rev- 
olution, and had been the subject of 
investigation by official commissions. 
The new law was based on this previous 
work, and as a result the new system is 
thoroughly scientific, and there is no 
question as to its simplicity as compared 
with the old spelling. 

Books printed in the U. S. S. R. must 
conform to this spelling, and it is neces- 
sary, therefore, for libraries acquiring 
modern Russian books to consider the 
effect of the new rules on the alphabet- 
ing of names and titles in their card cat- 
alogs, and to provide rules which will 
guard against future confusion. It is 
not a practicable solution to spell the 
names of contemporary writers the new 


way and to leave the pre-revolution 
writers under the old forms, for new 
editions of the older authors are being 
printed in which the new spelling is 
adopted, and bookdealers in Russia are 
sending out book lists in which they reg- 
ularly use the new spelling in listing the 
older books, to the confusion of the 
library assistant who is not prepared for 
this change. 

Fortunately, while there are about a 
dozen changes in the new rules for spell- 
ing, only two seriously affect the alpha- 
betization of names and titles in the cat- 
alog. Formerly there were two char- 
acters in Russian pronounced alike: one, 
the yat, was transliterated by ie; the 
other, exactly like our letter e in form, 
was transliterated by e. Under the new 
spelling, the letter yat drops out, and in 
every case where it was used, the letter e 
is substituted. Thus: in the word Soviet, 
the letter before t was a vat. transliter- 
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ated ie. It now becomes an e, changing 
the spelling of the word to “Sovet” ; the 
author whose name was formerly trans- 
literated Bielaev, now becomes Belaev. 

Another Russian character is trans- 
literated by the letter z. Under the new 
rules, this z becomes an s in the prefixes 
voz, vz, iz, niz, raz, bez, chrez, and 
cherez when standing before k, p, t, kh, 
ch, sh, shch, s, and f. This change will 
create confusion in the catalog, espe- 
cially if it comes near the beginning of a 
word; thus, Vzkhody is now spelled 
Vskhody. 

It is hereby recommended that in the 
headings of catalog cards the new Rus- 
sian orthography be adopted not only 
for contemporary publications, but for 
pre-revolution books. 

When transcribing titles for the cata- 
log card, no change should be made in 
the established principle of exact trans- 
cription of the title-page in hand, what- 
ever may be its system of spelling. This 
ruling will apply even in the case of title 
entries beginning with a word the 
orthography of which would differ 
under the old and new systems (Lieto- 
pis). The catalog treatment should in 
such cases correspond to the treatment 
now accorded such words as Almanac 
(Almanack), Centralblatt (Zentral- 
blatt), which is to copy exactly the spell- 
ing of the title-page and to gather 
together under one of the spellings (the 
current form or the form most used) 
all titles beginning with the word in 
question, whatever the spelling may be 
on the title-page in hand. 

A summary of the new Russian rules 
is appended. 

The Committee comprises: Archibald 
Cary Coolidge, Harvard University, 
chairman; Samuel A. Chevalier, Boston 


Public library; George Rapall Noyes, 
University of California. 


Rules of the New Russian Orthography 

1. In place of 5 write E. 
Jian 3a feno, a mbi 3a eny. Ha a3bixe 
mea, @ Ha Aye jeg. 

2. In place of I write V. 
A3bixk go Kuesa aoseget. — Hnuwnii — veno- 
sek Bomuni. 

3. In place of 9 write @, 
Hanana sesora wa Pegota. Thi npo Domy, 
a on te6e npo Epemy. 

4. Omit ‘b at the end of a word. 
Open myx we aAoBuT. He nepom nuwyt, a 
yMomM. 

5. In the middle of words ‘b is retained 
to separate consonant and vowel sounds. 


Ao Toro AOKMAM, TO HOMKKH CoemMAK. Tope 
G6e3vASbIKOMY. 


6. The prefixes, BO3, B3, U3, HUS, 
PA3, BES. UPES and YEPE3 be- 
fore K, fl, T, X, 4, LW, LL, ®, C are 


“ ry written with a final ( in place 
te) ° 
Bocnuranue, Pacuenka. Beckoneynpiit 
Bexogpi. Becneynpik. Actownnn. Accywurtp. 
Yepeccegenbunk. Paccka3. Becuennpii. 

7. In place of the ending A[Q and ATO 
in the genitive and accusative singu- 
lar of adjectives, participles, numerals 
and pronouns write Q[Q and EQ. 
Buycusuni craqnoro He 3axo4eT ropbKoro. 
C tpetbero Ha natoe, C NATOTO Ha AeCATOE. 
Y sBcAaKoro DunaTKH CBOM yxBaTKH. OGeujeH- 
HOrO Tpw rofa maAyT. Jlema4yero He 6bl0T. 


8. In place of final bl] and | in the 
nominative and accusative plural of 
adjectives, numerals and pronouns 
write bIE and WE. 

NMesune ntwubl. Kanne xupHbie yTKH. Xopo- 
wue getu. Cpy6nennpie gopespan. Mepspie 
cTpoxn. flo6ppie pera. 


9. Instead of the from QHB, OJHSB, 
OAHBX, OLHBM, ODHBMV write 
| aaa OHUX, OLHUM, O1- 


PykaBuy MUeT, & OHM 3a NOACOM. TOABKO 
poann, 470 Ga6ywKu Ogun. Bappiwn c y6pit- 
KOM Ha OAHMX CaHAX esanT. [ge mow KHUrH? 
Tae onn? 


10. Instead of the pronoun form Eff write 


He 3men CTpalina, a ee mano. 


11. Adverbs formed by the combination 
of substantives, adjectives and numer- 
als with prepositions may be written 
with the two parts either joined or sepa- 
rated 
B treyenne. C sepxy. B cropone. B rtpoe. 
Breyenne. Crepxy. Bctopone. Brpoe. 
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HE American Library Association 

has always encouraged the forma- 
tion of sections and round table groups. 
It would not be too much to say that 
any group of members of the A.L.A. 
interested in any aspect of library work 
is as a matter of course granted permis- 
sion to hold a special meeting at any 
annual conference. 

A round table is an informal group. 
It has no official status in the A.L.A. 
It is simply a group of people inter- 
ested in one library subject meeting 
together for purposes of discussion. 

A section is a definite part of the 
Association. It comes into existence as 
the result of a petition from members 
interested in the formation of a section. 
The petition is considered by the Council 
and if voted upon favorably a section is 
born. The chairman, or some other 
designated member of a section is an 
ex-officio member of the A.L.A. Coun- 
cil. 

This number of the Bulletin has been 
turned over to the officers of the vari- 
ous sections. 


NE of the outstanding events of 

the year at A. L. A. headquarters 
was the talk Christopher Morley gave 
on March 22. Mr. Morley began by 
telling two whimsical fairy tales which 
were originally prepared for his own 
children. The morals of these tales 
were the occasion of some very earnest 
comments on the ideals librarians should 
have. Mr. Morley felt that he was able 
to speak sympathetically on this subject, 
for he himself once worked in the 
library of Haverford College accession- 


ing. 





WANTS—OFFERS 


General Education Board, 61 Broadway, 
New York City, Ruth Savord, librarian, will 
pay for two copies of the following: Kofoid 
—‘Biological Stations of Europe” (U. S 
Bureau of Education Bulletin, 1910:4). 

Paris Library School, 10 rue de 1’Elysée, 
Paris, Mary P. Parsons, resident director, 
wants Certain’s Standard library organization 
and equipment for secondary schools of dif- 
ferent sizes. Any library having a duplicate 
copy is asked to mail it directly to the School 
so that Miss Parsons may have it by May 1. 

Potter County Free Library, Amarillo, 
Texas, Ralph A. Ulveling, librarian, wants: 
Readers Guide prior to 1922 and bound vol- 
umes of any standard indexed periodicals. 

Ohio University Library, Athens, Ohio, 
Anne C. Keating, librarian, offers for sale: 
American Magazine, 95; Analyst, 1-10; Asia, 
24; Atlantic Monthly, 12, 14-17, 20, 27-28, a, 
56- ‘57, 70, 77, 93-99, 101- 102, 119, duplicates 
of 12, 16, 17: Belfords Magazine, 5-6; Book- 
keeper, 20-23; Bookman, 14; Business Mans 
Magazine and Book-keeper, 14-15, 17-18; 
Business World, 26-29. 

Engineering Societies Library, 29 West 
Thirty-ninth Street, New York City, Harri- 
son W. Craver, director, offers free, except- 
ing cost of transportation and packing: 
Science v. 1-14, 1883-1889 bound, and v. 7-63 
n. s. 1898-1926 of which v. 7-30 are bound. 
A few unbound numbers are missing. 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
Cambridge A, Mass., W. N. Seaver, librarian, 
offers for sale: Talbot’s Cassell’s Railways of 
the World, latest edition, 2 vols. $7; also 
Meyer-Jacobson, Lehrbuch der organischen 
Chemie, Band 2, Teil 1-2, unveranderter Neu- 
druck, 1923, $10; postpaid. Publishers’ Weekly, 
v. 98-100, bound in green buckram, each $1.00. 
All new, have library stamp and accession no, 
but no perforations, pasting, nor lettering. 




















SALARY STATISTICS 


SMALL PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


The American Library Association Commit- 
tee on Salaries, Insurance, and Annuities pre- 
sents a table of Salary Statistics for Small Li- 
braries in towns from 20,000 to 50,000 popula- 
tion, compiled by Georgie G. McAfee, librarian 
of the Public Library, Lima, Ohio. For several 
years statistics of this kind relating to large 
and medium-sized libraries have been published 
in the Bulletin. This is the first time that such 
a tabulation has been made for small libraries. 
There is, therefore, no medium of comparison 
of salary minimums and maximums with those 
of a previous year. 


Certain problems, peculiar to the growing 
small library, made the task of the Committee 
in initiating this new table, somewhat difficult. 


It was deemed expedient to use the 1920 
census figures as a uniform basis for popula- 
tion, since only a part of the libraries respond- 
ing gave recent estimates. 


To classify the positions in the small library 
under the various headings of a rigid statistical 
table is almost impossible. In the sense 
accepted by the large and medium-sized library 
few small libraries have departments, even 
though various branches of work may be in 
charge of trained people. In many cases there 
can be no sharp divisions between the different 
types of work done. For example, the chil- 
dren’s librarian may also be in charge of 
work with schools, or she may take the place 
of a general assistant in addition to her spe- 
cial duties. The reference librarian may give 
a part of her time to the cataloging or the 
circulation departments. 


Again, many small libraries are in a tran- 
sition period. Better financial support is mak- 
ing reorganization possible, and divisions or 
departments are forming which cannot be 
shown in a table of statistics. More than one 
library had difficulty in the classification of 
assistants, especially in those cases where the 
children’s librarian or the school librarian was 
also the potential department head. 


All positions listed here, with the exception 
of junior assistants, are presumably for people 
with library training, or sufficient years of 
experience as an equivalent. 

Salaries shown are actual minimums and 
maximums now being paid, and not merely 
schedules. 

It is significant to note that of 40 libraries 
listed, only 13 report assistants fitted for and 
actually doing expert cataloging; 22 report 
assistants, not included as department heads, 
who have had special training or sufficient 
experience to be classed as children’s libra- 
rians; 12 report assistants who may be classed 
as assistant librarians. 

The average salary for librarians of small 
libraries as shown in the following table is 
$2,451.25; of assistant librarians $1,760.83; of 
heads of departments, minimum $1,552.50, 
maximum $1,811.25; of children’s librarians, 
minimum $1,345.22, maximum $1,570.00; of 
catalogers, minimum $1,552.50, maximum 
$1,558.66. 

Income figures show much wider variance 
than population and should be given first con- 
sideration in any comparative study. The total 
incomes range from a minimum of $3,700.00 
to $79,521.08 for populations ranging with one 
exception from 18,860 to 50,022 according to 
the 1920 census. 

Fifty-five libraries were asked to contribute 
to this tabulation. Of this number forty-six 
responded, nine did not reply. Three asked 
that their reports be held as confidential. The 
Committee regrets that several reports were 
received too late to be included. 

The constructive criticisms of libraries rep- 
resented in this table, although in some cases 
received too late to be incorporated, furnish 
material for more useful subsequent tables. 

If the facts included herein can be used 
as the beginning of a standardization basis 
for small libraries, the Committee feels that it 
has been effort well invested. 

C. H. Compton, Chairman 
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City Librarian Assistant Department Heads Branch Librarians First Assistants Children's Librarian 

No. Min. Max. No. Min. Max. No. Min. Max. No. Min, Max. 
Anderson, Ind. ee oe ee ena re ee Sy Benen eee ee Bere ir: 
Bangor, Me. 4,000 1,800 ° 3 gpa . Oe, Me ee Ber 
Brookline, Mass. 3,200 2,200 5 1,700 1,800 3 1,300 1,900 3 1,375 1,600 2 1,375 Leo 
Burlington, Ia. 2,000 Se Os tae ec!) ap” abel’ Fcednoe™ OG! ataceeMncwes 1 te 
Butte, Mont. 2,200.20... ; am - earn 1 1,500 ..... 3 1,080 1,500 
Charleston, W. Va. Met) rtecn OME. pak) Shea S Me OOD cs ees 
Colorado Springs, Colo. a ek, he a 1 1,056 ..... : oe ..... 1,210 ..... 
Couneil Bluffs, Ia. Oe cack tt Serer wee ~~ "eae 
East Cleveland, 0. 3,200 2,500 1 2,100 ..... 2 2,000 2,400 1 1,600 ..... 2 1,600 ..... 
Easton, Pa. 4000 =. eS & ee Pree es. 
Everett, Wash. ss eer SS 9s egg ee ee © FA owscs Sa, cece 
Fargo, N. D. ee ee, ee Lot od ise caéack . 5, secon Van “ef 
Fort Smith, Ark. Oe ata caain S We us os eee 
Great Falls, Mont. 1,980 OEY Aes: se” cheese? alge So ee 1,380 ..... 
Hutchinson, Kan, eee : ox pyro 1 1,020 ..... 1 900 ..... 
Jackson, Tenn. 1,020 MY. hits Metinm ahah” ss gies kane: uel ames ‘abnces arene 
La Crosse, Wis. eo aoe 1 1,800 ..... ie 4 oa ws st cee 
Lakewood, 0. 4,000 2,620 2 2320 2,560 4 1,700 2,200 .. ..... 2 1,620 1,700 
Lima, O. 3000 =... e eee ££ =f eee 1 1,500 ...., 
Madison, Wis. eee 2 1,800 2,400 55 1,500 1900 .. 2... 2... 2 1,650 1,650 
Muncie, Ind. = —-sabidge tt =: Pa 2 1,020 ..... 1 1,700 ..... 
Muskegon, Mich. 4,700 2,200 4 1,800 2,460 4° 1,320 2,000 1 1,700 ..... 1 1,500 ..... 
Muskogee, Okla. gees 3 1,440 1,740 1 960 ..... : we we. aoe 
Ogden, Utah ri Met. Set eee. Se he dade keteks paral ieee 
Parkersburg, W. Va. Stee, CAS el EON. css ah.cauta, -desbe: cent en 
Perth Amboy, N. J. renege - jeeepagper age 1 1,500 ..... 
Port Arthur, Tex. )  - ee e M  e” es San ee) domeae S OOD cose. st chee 
Port Huron, Mich. SE ae ee aan sk Ss apres 1 1,660 ..... 
Rochester, Minn. 2,400 eg rene regen capt Geer eee gece: 1 1,200 ..... 
Sedalia, Mo. Pe Ob wee Ca sah oder: beh) SABER pebed wed) omeeeee, capa) “eile Cane 
Shreveport, La. a  " ere eaeaarageregee 
Sioux Falls, S. D. 1,800 Pe su a ae 1 1,020 ..... © OO dice . Wu 
Springfield, Mo. a ee ee er 
Superior, Wis. wo t—e.... 4 1,320 1,800 1 1,440 1 1,380 ..... 
Topeka, Kan. 190  ..... 1 1,400 ..... Serpe 1 900 ..... 
Tucson, Aris. 2,100 Bis eR a ca ee ag 1 1,500 ..... 
Waco, Tex. 2,100 1,508 the 1,200 1 720 ..... ee eo [| ane 
Waltham, Mass. 3,500 1,750 2 1,450 1,500 2 1,100 1400 2... wee. : to ae 
Watertown, Mass. RS le, oot aiehae. cents Oaths « Gh. sabia vsads 2 1,200 1,400 
White Plains, N. Y. | a I ie ae ccc 1 1,800 ..... 1 900 ..... 








* Population—1926 census used throughout 

1 Positions filled by summer school assistants 
? Children’s librarian also first assistant 

3 ys mye librarian also second assistant 


4 Also assis 

5 Includes 3 high 
§ Includes 2 

7 Half time 


at librarian 
h school librarians 


librarians 
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SMALL PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
Salaries, Insurance and Annuities, 1927 



































































































































—~Catalogers Library Assistants Junior Library Assistants Total Total Salaries 1926 City 
Population* Income _Selaries Not including janitor 
No. Min. Max. No. Min. Max. No. Min. 1926 1926 or engineer 
Ts as. eenes conve 5 720 1,200 29,767 19,152.01 9,271.11 — 8,042.11 Anderson, Ind. 
9 ERENT 2 650 750 25,978 64,540.72 24,001.63 21,961.63 Bangor, Me. 
J 1300 1,375 4 1,225 1,300 2 1,150 1,150 37,748 66,248.69 44,725.70 38,990.12 Brookline, Mass. 
2 960 1,100 2 600 840 24,057 18,029.49 9,385.22 — 8,113.82 Burlington, Ia. 
> 1,500 1,500 7 1,080 1,500 2 300 ..... 41,611 26,000.00 18,310.20 15,160.20 Butte, Mont. 
gg gpetscs 3" 1,320 1,440 39,608 20,000.00 9,056.00 8,336.00 Charleston, W. Va. 
ae ez ee i anal ee 30,105 17,391.00 9,072.88 7,680.88 Colorado Springs, Colo. 
2220 ..... 2 1,080 1,500 3 900 1,080 36,162 33,044.77 17,369.01 15,788.51 Council Bluffs, Ia. 
209 ..... 2 1,700 2,200 7 900 1,500 30,2924 60,582.55 35,329.24 30,915.67 East Cleveland, 0. 
= a 2 840 90 3 70 ..... 33,813 26,800.00 16,401.00 13,800.00 Easton, Pa. 
Ba, oi naaae eae 2 720 900 27,644 13,610.53 7,611.92 6,891.92 Everett, Wash. 
a eS apres 21,961 12,640.92 6,221.18 5,546.18 Fargo, N. D. 
EE cacce 0s sacss eoces = a ee 28,870 3,700.00 2,760.00 —2,280.00 Fort Smith, Ark. 
aa ..... 900 ..... ee ee 24,121 15,417.48 10,080.00 8,460.00 Great Falls, Mont. 
 _aner _ »_ee iad * eels 23,298 17,110.00 7,557.00 —-6,224.00 Hutchinson, Kan. 
ae yer nae edhe 18,360 4,600.00 2,280.00 —-1,800.00 Jackson, Tenn. 
1 1500 ..... 2 1,200 1,260 1 720 ..... 30,421 29,293.44 14,825.02 13,097.92 La Crosse, Wis. 
—- 1,800 3 1,200 1,780 7 900 1,500 41,732 79,521.08 48,090.07 43,891.77 Lakewood, . 
Pam ..... 2 720 960 3 468 520 41,326 30,046.80 11,542.96 10,413.57! Lima, 0. 
ee 2 1,500 1,700 6 960 1,200 38,378 67,122.32 31,086.18 28,504.55 Madison, Wis. 
en 600 800 rg aaa 36,524 23,731.34 11,108.19 9,868.19 Muncie, Ind 
11500 ..... 5 1,200 1440 6 900 1,200 36,570 66,270.94 38,656.59 34,445.64 Muskegon, Mich. 
Te npses make i. a ae eee 30,277 22,863.93 9,679.49  — 8,859.49 Muskogee, Okla. 
aa 3 780 900 4 480 540 32,804 10,000.00 7,420.00 —- 6,160.00 Ogden, Utah 
a -— Ss rer 20,050 8,619.74 4,440.00 4,440.00 Parkersburg, W. Va. 
ON nace 4 900 1020 3 720 900 41,707 25,500.00 14,253.47 12,193.47 Perth Amboy, N. J. 
TS esse _ 2 peers 22,251 11,505.00 7,015.00 —-6,625.00 Port Arthur, Tex. 
[ee [we ..... t oe .... 25,944 23,880.49 11,113.62 —9,397.629 Port Huron, Mich. 
ee . eae. ce 13,729 15,000.00 7,320.00 —-6, 240.00 Rochester, Minn. 
| aa 3 420 1,000 2 300 ..... 21,144 14,672.00 5,207.49 4,517.49 Sedalia, Mo. 
i... ..... . Oe Oe wae Gece 43,874 21,000.00 10,320.80 —-9,420.00 Shreveport, La. 
See fa WB” ccud, ha” Mlecie aaa 25,202 14,062.71 7,932.88 —-6,707.88 Sioux Falls, 8. D. 
aa ..... 2 1,320 1,380 3 546 ..... 39,631 25,251.19 9,058.65  —7,989.80 Springfield, Mo. 
OE oases gts ee 39,671 29,658.82 19,414.28 16,539.28 Superior, Wis. 
ae ..... 1 1,020 ..... 2 660 780 50,022 23,422.03 9,630.00 —-8,730.00 Topeka, Kan. 
eS stl baie er sda titilae ae 20,292 12,000.00 7,620.00 5,520.00 Tucson, Ariz. 
sain — eee eT Pp 38,500 22,168.84 9,178.50 8,370.00 Waco, Tex. 
a yee gaere 30,915 37,042.27 21,083.77 17,748.17 Waltham, Mass. 
11400... 2 1,250 1,350 2 800 950 21,457 22,900.00 13,875.06 12,429.56 Watertown, Mass. 
1 1,620 ..... is Seatac 2 900 900 21,031 34,140.00 19,480.00 _17,680.00 White Plains, N. Y. 
§ Half time of one at central library 
i Thlelee $70 eid by coun 


ty 
11 Does not include 3 part time assistants $360-$600 
12 Staff organization not complete : mee 
13 Head of children’s and school department and assistant librarian 
14 3,000 in extra territory in school district beyond city limits . 
Mo part-time aasistente, paid by the hour, kave been incleded where average house per week ware net given 
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HE Library of Congress has given 

American scholarship one more 
service for which grateful acknowledg- 
ment is due. Dr. Putnam has offered, 
for a reasonable time of experimenting, 
to file in the Union card catalog in 
that institution cards for new sets of 
periodicals and serials received by 
American and Canadian libraries since 
the close of the canon for the Union 
List of Serials. 

To insure the Library of Congress 
against an unfair burden the following 
points must be borne in mind: 

(1) Entries must be printed, written, 
or typed legibly on cards of standard 
size, must follow the forms developed 
in the printed Union List, or recognized 
as standard in A. L.A. and L.C. cata- 
loging practice, and must contain the 
name of the library making the report 
as well as the information about the file. 

(2) Entries should be forwarded 
only for new titles, either current sub- 
scriptions or new acquisitions of old 
sets containing a complete or extensive 
portion of the file. 

(3) Entries should not be sent for 
additions to titles already credited to an 
institution as a broken file in the printed 
list, though an exception may be made if 
the addition is so extensive as to com- 
plete an important and significant file. 

(4) Widely. distributed sets should 
not have new holdings reported unless 
the new file is the only one in the geo- 
graphical region of that library. 

(5) As the Union List records no 
changes later than December 31, 1924, 
this supplementary service accepts no 


UNION CARD CATALOG IN THE 
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 


56 









































records of changes made before Janu- 
ary 1, 1925. 

(6) The Library of Congress accepts 
no responsibility for securing these rec- 
ords of additions. It is willing to file 
cards sent to it, but it must be free from 
the task of making sure that contribut- 
ing libraries send their reports at proper 
times and in proper amounts. 

The cards should be forwarded 
monthly, excepting months during which 
no changes have occurred. 

(7) The object of this service, as the 
object of the Union List, is the promo- 
tion of research and investigation. Li- 
brarians should therefore take care to 
avoid reporting titles of trivial character 
or passing importance. On the other 
hand, and for the same reasons, full 
open sets of serials, however trivial, if 
not likely to be found in more than a 
few libraries, and if not strictly local in 
interest, should be included. In case of 
doubt, apply the same principles as have 
governed inclusion in the printed list. 

(8) The Library of Congress re- 
serves the freedom of discontinuing this 
service if its development should prove 
unduly burdensome, and grants the priv- 
ilege of using Card Division franks 
which should be clearly marked “For 
Union List.” 

H. M. LypENBERG, 
Chairman, A. L. A. Committee 
on Union List of Serials. 





The A.L.A. Handbook for 1926 is 
expected from the printer on April 1. 
Copies will be mailed as rapidly as 
possible. 











